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Energgy Gatewway Souuth Transsmissioon Projecct 
Projecct Updatte 

Final EISS: As explainned in the prrevious Projeect Update, in early 201 4 the BLM 
asked thee applicantss of the Enerrgy Gatewayy South (EGSS) and TranssWest Expreess 
(TWE) traansmission projects, Roocky Mountain Power annd TransWesst Express LLLC, 
respectivvely, to coloccate at least portions theeir proposed transmissioon line 
alignmennts along thee agency-preeferred alternnative route shared by t he two projeects. 
That effoort was comppleted in earrly June 20144. 

Commennts received in late May 2014 by the BLM on thee Draft Envirronmental 
Impact SStatement (EIS) were revviewed and aanalyzed, annd responsees have beenn 
preparedd for inclusion in the Finaal EIS. Somee commentss received onn the Draft EEIS 
promptedd (1) incorpooration of ad ditional inforrmation into the Final EI IS and (2) 
analysis of localized route variatiions along thhe agency-ppreferred alteernative routte 
as identiffied in the D raft EIS. Thee additional time neededd to incorporrate the 
additionaal informationn and to anaalyze the loccalized route e variations wwill result in 
releasingg the Final EEIS to the public in late SSummer or FFall 2015. 

Until releease of the FFinal EIS, a mmap showingg the alternaative routes being analyzzed 
for the Fiinal EIS, andd highlightingg the current agency-preeferred alterrnative routee 
adjusted from route sshown in thee Draft EIS, is posted onn this BLM wwebsite and oon 
the searcchable landoowner websi te sponsoreed by Rocky Mountain Poower (see 
below). 

Resourcce Task Grooups: Task ggroups of ressources leadds from part icipating 
agenciess continue too meet regulaarly to focuss on solutions for resourcce-specific 
issues. TThe Cultural Resources Task Group (CRTG) conntinues to drraft the 
Programmatic Agreeement that ouutlines the sstipulations thhat will be foollowed for 
identifyinng, assessingg, and treati ng cultural resources in accordancee with Sectioon 
106 of the National HHistoric Presservation Actt. The CRTGG and Consuulting Partiess 
will revieww the Prograammatic Agreement in eearly 2015. TThe completted 
Programmatic Agreeement will bee included ass an appenddix in the Finnal EIS. The 
Biologicaal Resourcess Task Grouup continues addressing issues of keey biological l 
resourcees that could be affected by the projeect and deveeloping mitiggation and 
conservaation strategies to reducee effects of tthe project. TThe Visual RResources TTask 
Group coontinues adddressing poteential effectss of the projeect on viewss and landsccape 
character as well as compliance with visual mmanagemennt objectivess designated d in 
agency resource management pplans. 

Tribal Coonsultationn: In additionn to preparingg the EIS annd efforts in compliance 
with Secttion 106 of t he National Historic Preservation Acct and Sectioon 7 of the 
Endangeered Speciess Act, the BLLM continuess efforts to eengage Ameerican Indiann 
tribes thrrough Goverrnment-to-Goovernment cconsultation.. The BLM mmet with the Ute 
Tribe of tthe Uintah a nd Ouray Reeservation inn early Auguust 2014. 

Searchaable Landowwner Websitte: Once thee EGS and TTWE colocatted alignmennts 
were reviewed and aapproved by the BLM, thhe localized rroute variations had beeen 
analyzedd, and the aggency-preferrred alternative route hadd been conffirmed and 



 

 

 

revised, the BLM sent a postcard to inform the parties on the mailing list that the Applicant 
updated its public website for landowners to search and determine the relationship of the 
transmission line alternative routes to their properties. This web tool has proved useful to 
landowners, and is available at: http://gis.paragon-partners.com/FlexMaps/GWS_Website. 
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